4th Sunday of Ordinary Time, C cycle, St Mary’s, Oneonta, NY Jan. 30-31, 2010
1st Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 [A prophet to the nations I appointed you]
Responsorial Psalm 71 [You are my hope, O Lord]
2nd Reading
Gospel

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 [The greatest gift is Love]

Luke 4:21-30 [The Good News of healing and life is sent to all]

! Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live
A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
ALL ARE WELCOME, ALL ARE WELCOME,.....ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE! !

The song echoes the message of Jesus to the people in his hometown. Jesus tells them
that the Spirit of God has sent him as a prophet to proclaim good news to the poor, liberty to
captives, recovery of sight to the blind and to announce a year of favor from the Lord. That
was last Sunday’s Gospel.
In a way, the Gospel of today completes the one we heard last week – they are two
parts of the same story. Jesus was in the tradition of the great prophets of Israel. The
first reading is from one of them, Jeremiah and the 2nd is by another prophet named Paul.
Last Sunday, Paul described a community formed in the image of Christ, a community he calls
the Body of Christ. A community which is called to be Church.
I have a sign on my refrigerator that describes what a prophet does: A prophet
reminds the establishment what it was established for.
That’s what Paul is doing, when
he challenges the people of Corinth to put love first; to “build a house where love can dwell
…where hearts learn to forgive …where the love of Christ shall end divisions.” That’s what
Jesus is doing in today’s Gospel. He is reminding his friends and family in Nazareth, and us
here of the message of Jeremiah, Isaiah, Elijah and Elisha that the love of God goes out to all
people.
Jesus refers to two stories that the people of Nazareth are very familiar with.
The first is the story of how the prophet Elijah was welcomed into the home of a poor
widow from Sidon who was not a Jew. She was running out of food during a drought. Elijah
arrived at her home and asked for something to eat. She told him that there was only enough
for herself and her son for a few days, but she put her faith in the God of Israel & took the
risk to love as she gave him a part of what she had. The prophet promised that she would not
run out of food until the rain returned, and the three of them were able to eat for three
years. The prophet even raised her son from the dead by prayer.

The second story is about another Gentile, Naaman, a military general from Syria, again
someone who was of a different culture and religion than the people of Nazareth. Another
prophet, Elisha, healed this man of leprosy, even though he was a part of a nation which was,
and still is a traditional enemy of Israel.
And how did the people react to those stories? They got very angry – an anger rooted
in fear and mistrust and a narrow vision of who God could love.
Sometimes there is as much fear and mistrust & anger towards immigrants to our
shores as there was in Israel towards those outside their borders. How many of you are the
children or grandchildren of immigrants? My Father’s parents came from Lithuania, my
mother’s family travelled from Italy. The American Bishops have taken a prophetic stance on
immigration reform, a position in harmony with the preaching of Jesus & the vision engraved
at the base of the Statue of Liberty,
The words are from a poem by Emma Lazarus, which was set to music by Irving Berlin:
!“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the
wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden
door.” !
This is not a bad description of the mission of Jesus and it is a part of our tradition as
Americans.
Catholic scholars have been speaking and writing recently about a theology of migration.
The core of that theology is that Jesus crosses over the human borders that divide people
from each other and invites all people into the kingdom of God. The church’s mission is simply a
participation in Jesus’ own ministry, which we heard about in last week’s Gospel reading: A
mission -to bring glad tidings to the poor, - to proclaim liberty to captives & recovery of sight to
the blind and -to announce the Lord’s desire for human liberation for all people. [Luke 4:18-19]
What I hear most clearly from the Gospel and from all the readings today is that the
love of God is a prophesy to the nations. When you hear that phrase in the first reading and
in the whole Old Testament, it means people who are not Jews, that is, people of the whole
world. The love of God described by Paul and Jesus is offered to the whole human family.
The people of Nazareth were delighted to receive the healing, loving, forgiving word of
God for themselves, but they did not want that same word to go too far beyond their borders,
too far beyond their ideas about who could be saved by Yahweh. That’s why they got angry
with him, and, some say that’s why they eventually crucified him. The same thing has
happened to prophets before and since.

But Jesus says, you can’t have it both ways. You do not possess the love and truth of
God as your private good. If God’s love can get through to you when you admit your need, the
same love is offered to the rich and the poor, the young and the old, the unborn and those on
death row, the gay and the straight, the recently remarried and those celebrating their 50th
wedding anniversary, to Republicans and Democrats, to Jews and Palestinians, Christians and
Muslims.
God sent Jeremiah, Elijah, Paul and Jesus as prophets to all peoples. The Spirit of
Jesus reminds us, the Church of today, why we were established. We are called to be Church,
that is, to be the Body of Christ, to love one another as Christ still loves us, to be an
instrument of God’s love, truth and healing to the whole human race.
That is why Catholic schools were established, that’s the purpose of faith formation for
children, teens & adults – to teach us to practice what Jesus preached, to sing in word and
deed:
! Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;
Let us bring an end to fear and danger:
ALL ARE WELCOME, ALL ARE WELCOME,......ALL ARE WELCOME IN THIS PLACE! !

